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.~ EDWINS GUIDE TO LEARNING ENGLISH =

Lau Shu Wah, Edwin 3A ' ,

Have you ever come across any difficulty when you
concentrate on reading an English book or doing English exercises?
Nowadays many students find it frustrating to learn English but I can
offer you some help or advice on enhancing your English proficiency.

When we talk about learning English, there are four main skills
we need to master, namely writing, reading, speaking and listening.
Writing is the easiest and therefore should be the first skill to perfect.
Why? Writing can be simply improved by writing more. What can we write more on? Just

keep a diary! Write down anything happen to you, your feelings or ideas. "Don't worry!
Just write!" is what our NET, Mr Derbyshire always says to encourage us to keep a journal.
It's definitely true. When starting to keep a diary, grammar is not essential as no one can do
a competent job in the beginning, but once you get used to keeping a diary, you will find
fewer and fewer, or even no grammatical mistakes in your diary.

Regarding reading, it takes perseverance to improve. To start with, you can read fairy
tales or children's stories such as "Snow White" or "The Lion King". You wonder why you
have to waste time reading books you are familiar with, right? That's the whole point.
When you are reading books you are familiar with, you don't need to bother yourselves with
the content. Focus on the how the words are used, the stories are presented and organized.
Reading is one of the best ways of improving your vocabulary and your writing.

For non-native speakers, oral English is very difficult but it is an essential skill for
learners of English as it's another way of expressing yourselves apart from writing. Instead
of watching Cantonese series, try watching English TV serials on "Pearl™ such as "Prison
Break". Besides enjoying the exciting and interesting content, through listening more, you
can also improve your pronunciation skills, intonation of speech and the flow of delivery
which are all key components of good oral English. Is that all? No! Remember, practice
makes perfect! You should practise oral English with others, especially foreigners, like Mr
Derbyshire.

Keep your ears open for English! Your listening skills will only improve if you listen
to English regularly. Always listen to English language radio broadcasts, watch more
English language TV programmes or movies. It can not only improve your English

listening skills, but can also widen your knowledge of the world and allow you to enter a
state of relaxation.

There is absolutely no fast track to an excellent command of E I|sh but th
rule for improving your English is "little but often". Be confident and :gjetermlnedI
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A SUCCESS STORY

Ma Yuen Ting, Zoe 4A

How can we succeed? Be lucky? Be hard-working? | never had an idea until |
heard of Yoyo's story.

I remembered very clearly during a Chinese lesson last year, our Chinese teacher
talked about the Speech Festival and then asked, "Does anyone want to participate in the
Speech Festival?" We all sat waiting in dead silence. All of a sudden, the teacher
suggested a lucky dip. He wrote all our names on pieces of papers and put them inside a
bag. Then, he reached into the bag and drew out a piece of paper. "Yoyo, you are the
lucky one," he shouted. Yoyo was a shy and quiet girl who seldom spoke to others. How
could she take part in the Speech Festival? As expected, Yoyo tried to reject the "offer"
by explaining to the teacher that she had never entered competitions before and could
not speak well. However, also as expected, the teacher did not change his mind. Yoyo
was the one who was going to represent our class to enter the competition. "Luckily, it's
not me," many classmates exclaimed. "l have nothing but bad luck," Yoyo murmured.

Yoyo was required to go to the covered playground to practise in public after
lunch every day. Yoyo realized that many students would look at her and therefore she
refused to do so. "Sir, | don't want to practise there! Can | do it under the tree?" she
asked. The teacher agreed unwillingly. On the Sports Day, one day before the Speech
Festival, the teacher asked Yoyo to practise in the center of the stadium again, and what's
more, the teacher ordered Yoyo to face the audience. Yoyo was scared and thought she
could never do so. "What can | do?" Yoyo asked herself. After thinking for a while,
Yoyo said to the teacher, "Sir, excuse me a moment. I'll be right back." The teacher
really believed that Yoyo would be back but she didn't as she hid herself inside the toilet.
Things went from bad to worse when the teacher realized that Yoyo lied and found
her inside the toilet. He scolded Yoyo for more than half an hour. Yoyo could never
remember what the teacher had said except these three sentences. "Why don't you try
your best before you give up? Believe in yourself. If you think you can, you can".

At home that night, Yoyo kept thinking what the teacher said. She thought what
the teacher said was right. There's nothing to lose to enter the competition. Just try your
best and that's it. On the day of the competition, Yoyo arrived at the venue with her aunt
and felt quite relaxed. She went up to the stage, took a deep breath and did her best. She
did not expect anything but just told herself to try her best although she knew she would
never be the best. Yoyo is correct, she is not the best. She could not get any prizes, but
she got 79 marks which was encouraging enough to merit attention. All teachers and her
classmates were surprised and cheered her wildly. She was a great success in our class.

Success is nothing about luck, but your determination. If you think you can, you
can.



SPICE UP OUR SCHOOL LIVES

Kathy Wong 4C

At Lions College, I can take part in many and various extracurricular activities
at every possible opportunity. | have joined a few after school clubs and find that my
favorites are music and cooking. They really add spice to my life.

I love listening to music a lot. Music brings me enormous enjoyment and
allows me to enter a state of deep relaxation. At school | have to deal with a lot of
tests and examinations. The pressure of study really makes me ill. When I find
myself under a lot of strain, I must listen to music every day once | go home. Believe
it or not, it is excellent for relieving stress.

Cooking is my hobby too. Serving yummy food to my friends gives us chances
to share our ups and downs. They can also feel the warmth of my hospitality.
Although | do not cook very well at present, | will try my best to learn to cook other

countries' specialities. | hope more and more people can feel my friendliness through
the food I cook!

Who says that life must be stressful and boring? Let's spice up our school
lives!
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= Lions & Wing

Do Wing Yu, Wing 7A

A school is always a miniature of society. Having been
studying in Lions College for seven years, looking back, Lions
College and I have been growing together.

Seven years ago when | was a childlike girl in S.1, everything
was new for me. | was so anxious to rise to the challenge, but,
meanwhile, | also expected something different. | seemed to be an
infant learning to walk alone because it was the beginning of the path
of my secondary school life. Together with Lions College which had
just been established for a few years and was still 'young' at that time,
we looked forward to growth.

Time flew, two years passed. These two years seemed to be my transition period, and | almost
observed nothing while going to begin my third academic year in Lions College. Luckily, on a sunny
day when | was leaving school, an oak tree cast a shadow over me. | looked up and discovered trees
in the garden near the entrance of the school were taller and stronger. All of a sudden, | realized the
considerable time the school had been spending to build a green and comfortable campus for us, and
what's more, the concerted effort the principal, teachers and even janitors had been making to create
an environment conducive to studying for us.

Noise and dust were everywhere when | was in S.4. No one had an idea of what's going on. It
gave me a feeling of discomfort. They appeared to signal the uncertainties of my future. | later heard
through teachers that construction on a new wing which would last for almost two years had been
started on campus. Two years later! What would the new wing be like? What would I look like? The
school and I were facing an uncertain future together.

On 10th August, everything looked certain, for both the school and me. My HKCEE results
were released. | entered the school nervously with my eyes nearly closed and paid attention to nothing.
After getting my result slip, | was so excited and satisfied that my eyes were opening wide. Surprisingly,
I noticed that | was already standing in the new wing which was well-equipped and spacious. | really
felt like that moment was a new page in the school's history and also another stage for me.

As a S.7 graduate-to-be from Lions College, | have been grown-up, being mature and
independent enough to face changes and challenges ahead. Being my intimate friend, over the past
ten years, Lions College has also established well and developed considerably, with a well-equipped
campus, high-tech facilities, well-qualified teachers. | am going to leave my bosom friend. However,
I am sure that the close friendship I struck up with my old friend during the past few years will never
fade and | have high hopes that we will realize our potential, respond positively to the opportunities
and challenges of the rapidly changing world in which we live.



A CHANCE OF A LIFETIME

Lai Ka Yan, Karen 7A

After the release of HKCEE results, my friends spread over different schools.
Rather than choosing the high schools which were close to my home district, | made
a decision to study in Lions College, which was a school | was not familiar with in the
previous years. For a freshman, Lions College is a school with a stunningly relaxing
environment where beautiful landscape and a huge campus underpin its comfort.
Other than the nice environment this school provides, it also granted me an
opportunity which has exerted immense influence on my future path.

In the 21st century when the pace of life is rapid, putting aside our studies or
work and spending one month overseas is probably not achievable for everyone. |
was the very lucky one who has the opportunity to go abroad through the Lions
Exchange Program to Denmark for a month, to experience a new, relaxing life by
being exposed to a different culture.

From the Lions Exchange Program, there were several aspects which have
benefited me a lot. The most far-reaching one is very obvious - my breadth of
knowledge - a vital element of surviving the fierce competition in an international
hub like Hong Kong. It is always a high priority for employers, especially those
international companies with offices or agencies worldwide. In the International
Camp, teenagers from 15 countries were put together, given a range of activities and
challenged by a variety of tasks, like canoeing for 2 days. We got along with each
other, what's more, we got in touch with others' culture including their beliefs, ways
of life, art and customs. | leart a great deal about the other parts of the planet and my
horizons are broadened.

For those who never leave their own towns or cities, it is unlikely that you can
make friends with foreigners. However, the Lions Exchange Program gave me a
chance in a million. The differences among races and colors are bridged in the camp
by English as the only medium of communication. It is undoubtedly true that making
friends with people from the other parts of the world my proficiency in English was
enhanced. More importantly, a major breakthrough has been made in shaping me
into a more sociable individual.

In the eyes of foreign educators, Hong Kong's education system is notorious
for its spoon feeding and rote learning. They also pinpoint why students learning
under the system lack critical minds to meet the changes amf the
rapidly changing world. Having participated in the Lions Exchange Progr. was
never spoon fed anything or learnt anything by rote.. However, | leart unintentio Ily
and subconsciously. For instance, I had to arrange my. flight transfer as a res_lflt of t
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flight delay. | had to seek help on a remote island as
my team mates and | had got lost on the canoeing trip.
I never feel a pang of regret in spite of all these
unexpected and unlucky events. On the contrary, all
these are memorable experiences in my life which have
crafted me into an independent person.

In "the survival of the fittest" world, schools,
teachers, parents and students are too exam-oriented
and they fight against each other by all means in order
to "win". Many of them have been making every
effort to boost students' academic results in public
examinations. Do they really "win"? Definitely no!
Students' learning is not just sitting for examinations and getting the result slips. It
should be all-round education and growth, which is exactly what Lions College has been
striving for. | am lucky enough to be the true "winner" who has been provided with a
golden opportunity for experiencing what real learning is. My thanks to Lions College
for giving me a chance of a lifetime!



REACHING OUT - LEARNING
ABOUT OTHERS

Clara Tang 7A

Last summer, | took the most meaningful and crucial step in my life. When |
stepped out of the plane at Copenhagen airport, a breeze touched my face - cool and
refreshing - bringing a brand new start to my life. Having participated in the Lions
Youth Exchange Camp 2006 in Sweden for one month and spent two weeks with my
host family and another two weeks in the Youth Camp was a life-changing
experience and opened my eyes to the global community.

I will never forget what happened when | saw my host family for the first time.
After the boring and tiring 15-hour flight, I did not have much expectation about my
new family. What | wanted most was a bathroom and a bedroom, taking a warm
shower and slumping into a large, soft bed. Yet, things turned out to be quite different
from what | had expected. The first thing that caught my eyes was the big, bright
smile on the face of the members of my host family. You may think that they just
smiled like anyone meeting people at the airport but, no, they did not. Indeed, they
were more like loving parents, welcoming their own child. They gave me kisses and
hugs and said, "Welcome home, my dear!" At that moment, my heart was overwhelmed
by their love and I almost burst into tears. | understood that it was an "ever-so-right"
decision to have chosen to be there. | walked out the airport briskly together with my
host family with high hopes for meeting new people and things.

What | enjoyed the most with my host family was lying on a golden beach,
watching the frothing waves, drinking refreshing soft drinks and swimming freely in
the big, blue ocean. Life was so relaxing there that you could hardly feel any stress.
Some may think that lying on the beach for several hours everyday is a waste of time.
I used to think as they do. Yet, once | experienced it, | fell in love with it. Itis a brand
new experience that is beyond description. The pace of life in Hong Kong is fast or,
as what | would describe, far too fast. We are always drowned in piles of work. We
feel very uneasy sparing some time for ourselves, thinking about our lives, our
families and people around. The time spent on the beach just reminded me to stop for
a while and to do a reflection about myself. It is definitely the best thing I can do for
my body and my soul in such a comfortable environment.

After leaving my host family, | stayed in the Youth Exchange Camp for /
another two weeks. In fact, it was a little bit hard for me to get tised-to-the ne

environment with strangers from all over the world, speaking dlf;f_arent languages and f
having various cultural backgrounds. Nevertheless, it Wwas; at the samem a I
fantastic opportunity for us to know more about the other parts of the world such as 3 i F
Finland, Italy, Estonia and Israel. Although some of us did.not speak English ve@
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much better than words. A two-week-camp
might appear to be too long but as time went
by, we were getting closer and closer and the
barriers just vanished entirely. The tears that
we shed on the last day of the camp were the
best evidence of our friendship. Thank you so
much, my friends.

People say that taking a new step or uttering a
new word is the most difficult thing in the
world. Yet, | firmly believe that as long as we are prepared to try new things and hope
for the best, there is nothing to be afraid of. At least, | will never regret the first step |
have taken to explore this splendid but unknown world. How about you?
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